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their faith, but on a minuter examination, we realise, that a
majority consisted   of   the   people   belonging to  Kshatriya  and

Vaishya classes only. It was only Jaltiisni which represented very
fairly all the four classes in good proportion* Not only many of
the Shudras were Jains, but many of the disciples of Mahavira
were Brahmins. Thus the sphere of Influence of the Jala religion
was wider than that of both the other religions.

Religious tolerance and openmindedness were the order of
the day. People observing different faiths mixed freely with one
another and even kings did not hesitate to run to the aid of the
people who observed a faith other than their own70,

It was not only kings who helped the people financially* From
the people themselves sprang forth persons with phllanthtophlc
inclinations* But their charitable activities were Influenced neither
by class distinctions nor by religious differences. The only Idea
which appealed to them was to render help to those who needed
it. The main reason for such a state of affairs was the plenty of
the means of livelihood.

Ordinarily a man had only one wife, and vice versa;   but a

man could marry another woman in spite of his first wife being

alive and In spite of Ms having children by her.

Conjugal                  Neither social rales nor religion prohibited this!

Rich persons married many girls at the  same

time, and for kings a large number of wives  was believed to be

enhancing their royalty and  prestige.   Princes   born   of different

queens were distinguished from one another by uniting the family

name of their mothers with their own names71.

This, while man had all freedom and facilities about marriage,'
women coiild not ^do as they liked even after becoming  widows,

(70)  King Ajatsatra was a Jain, He Is said to have got a panda! built at
his own expense for an assembly of the Buddhists*

(71)  Gautamiputra   so-and-so meant  the  son   of a  mother who  came
from   Gautama  family,   Similarly,   Vashishthapufcra   so-and-so  meant   that
the person was the son of a woman who came from the Vashishtha family,,
Hea,ce tte words Gautami-putra and Vaphistha-putra are used to denote their
ma,troayimics but wot patronymics, A man did not marry a girl belonging to his

n. family*, 'As,' the BOB was knowa by the family Bame of his mother, there was
bfttweea tbe mmm of the father gad of the